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provisions for transportation in bond, 
§§ 18.1 through 18.8. 

(c) If the merchandise is to be trans-
ferred after arrival at the selected port 
of exportation, the procedure pre-
scribed in § 18.3(d) shall be followed. 
The provisions of §§ 18.23 and 18.24 shall 
also be followed in applicable cases. 

(d) The bonded carrier shall cause the 
merchandise to be exported and provide 
such evidence of exportation as re-
quired by the port director under 
§ 113.55 of this chapter within 30 days of 
exportation. 

[28 FR 14755, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4489, Mar. 6, 1971; T.D. 82– 
116, 47 FR 27262, June 24, 1982; T.D. 84–213, 49 
FR 41169, Oct. 19, 1984] 

§ 18.27 Port marks. 
Port marks may be added by author-

ity of the port director and under the 
supervision of a Customs officer. The 
original marks and the port marks 
shall appear in all papers pertaining to 
the exportation. 

MERCHANDISE TRANSPORTED BY 
PIPELINE 

§ 18.31 Pipeline transportation of 
bonded merchandise. 

(a) General. Merchandise may be 
transported by pipeline under the pro-
cedures in this part, as appropriate and 
unless otherwise specifically provided 
for in this section. 

(b) Bill of lading to account for mer-
chandise. Unless Customs has reason-
able cause to suspect fraud, Customs 
shall accept a bill of lading or equiva-
lent document of receipt issued by the 
pipeline operator to the shipper and ac-
cepted by the consignee to account for 
the quantity of merchandise trans-
ported by pipeline and to maintain the 
identity of the merchandise. 

(c) Procedures when pipeline is only 
carrier. When a pipeline is the only car-
rier of bonded merchandise and there is 
no transfer to another carrier, the bill 
of lading or equivalent document of re-
ceipt issued by the pipeline operator to 
the shipper shall be included with, and 
made a part of, the Customs in-bond 
document (see § 18.2(b)). If there are no 
discrepancies between the bill of lading 
or equivalent document of receipt and 
the other documents making up the in- 

bond manifest for the merchandise, and 
provided that Customs has no reason-
able cause to suspect fraud, the bill of 
lading or equivalent document of re-
ceipt shall be accepted by Customs at 
the port of destination or exportation 
(see §§ 18.2(d) and 18.7) as establishing 
the quantity and identity of the mer-
chandise transported. The pipeline op-
erator shall be responsible for any dis-
crepancies, including shortages, irreg-
ular deliveries, or nondeliveries at the 
port of destination or exportation (see 
§ 18.8). 

(d) Procedures when there is more than 
one carrier (i.e., transfer of the merchan-
dise)—(1) Pipeline as initial carrier. When 
a pipeline is the initial carrier of bond-
ed merchandise and the merchandise is 
transferred to another conveyance (ei-
ther a different mode of transportation 
or a pipeline operated by another oper-
ator), the procedures in § 18.3 and para-
graph (c) of this section shall be fol-
lowed, except that— 

(i) When the merchandise is to be 
transferred to one conveyance, a copy 
of the bill of lading or equivalent docu-
ment issued by the pipeline operator to 
the shipper shall be delivered to the 
person in charge of the conveyance for 
delivery, along with the in-bond docu-
ment, to the appropriate Customs offi-
cial at the port of destination or expor-
tation; or 

(ii) When the merchandise is to be 
transferred to more than one convey-
ance, a copy of the bill of lading or 
equivalent document issued by the 
pipeline operator to the shipper shall 
be delivered to the person in charge of 
each additional conveyance, along with 
the two additional copies of the in- 
bond document, for delivery to the ap-
propriate Customs official at the port 
of destination or exportation. 

(2) Transfer to pipeline from initial car-
rier other than a pipeline. When bonded 
merchandise initially transported by a 
carrier other than a pipeline is trans-
ferred to a pipeline, the procedures in 
§ 18.3 and paragraph (c) of this section 
shall be followed, except that the bill 
of lading or other equivalent document 
of receipt issued by the pipeline oper-
ator to the shipper shall be delivered, 
along with the in-bond document, to 
the appropriate Customs officer at the 
port of destination or exportation. 
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